L34 NORTH BROADWAY, STHRLING, KANSAS; A Memoir of 45 Years, ca, 1901-1946

This "history" is based on (a) my mother's reminiscences of her mother's,
and her own, residence on this property, from ca. 1901 to 1946, written a-
bout 1944 46, vut which, 1n the author's gpinion, is sometimes seriously in
error as to dates of additions and improvements, and ( Y the author's own
memories, based on residence in the house, 1914-1926, and regular visits there-
to almost every year 192¢-1946, plue vaguer recollections of visits to it
prior to 1914 when it was his grandmother®a home. He has also supplemented
his recollections at some points by reference to the memories of hig aunt,
the late Greta Porter Gosch, and to those of his thres younger brothers, par-
ticularly Russell (1908- Ve

My guess, which however is not based on actual research, is that this
house is now "one of the oldest® residences in Sterling, whatever that may
mean, My mother has told me that when she and her mother came to Sterding
in 1895, in order that the daughter might attend Cooper Memorial College,
this North Broadway residence was so far on the outskirts of the residential
gection that there were no other homes between it and Cooper Hall, Certain-
ly its architseture is highly unusual, This two-story flat-roof construc-
tion, so far as I can remember, is found in only one.other building in Ster=
ling, and that is in a building on the southwest corner of the same block,
probably the work of the same architect and/or bullder; in my earliest memory
this latter building was occupied by a rather elderly man whose name I ecannot
now recall,although I knew him well, and who was further distinguished by own-
ing one of the earliest motor cars in Sterling--a Brush "rumabout," I believe,
In traveling about the country since 1926 I have kept my eyes open for simi-
lar architectural specimens but, if 1 have seen any at all, they must have
been very few,

In either 1900 or 1901 (my motner's reminiscences give both dates), Mrs,
Catharine Ann McCollum Wigging (1836-1914), my mother's mother, bought this
property, I have an early picture of it (xerox copy herewith), dated prob
ably not long after its purchase, which shows Mrs, Wigginas on the porch in
& chair, her daughterg on the edge of the porch, and John E, Porter(1893-1965) -
whom Mrs. Wiggins took care of for several years prior to her daughter's mar-
riage to his father, Ellis X, Porter(1860~1936)--on & tricycle in the yard,

This photograph was undoubtedly the work of Mr, Porter, who was a pro-
fessional photographer, pro bbly about the time of his marriage to Catharine
(Cassie) Emma Wiggine (1873-1952), which was solemrized in the room the bay-
window of which 1is discernible in the photograph,on June 17, 1902, This
photograph is the earliest known to me of the North Broadway residence and
s particularly interesting for showlng the then location of the little
building: later known as "the shop" or "the wash-house,” the northwest corner
of which was apparently Jolned to the southeast corner of the main building,
or at least to that part of it which can be seen in the photograph, Wheth~
er at the time of this photograph there was a one-story extension of the
two-story structure hex shown, east of the main building, I do not know;
the angle from which the photograph wae taken and the then location of "the
shop" would have prevented any such extension from being included in the
Picture .

The newly-weds resided in this house for about a month, Very independent,
Mre., Wiggine, for about nine years after her daughter's marriage, supported
herself, although in her mid-sixties and early seventies, largely if not en-
tirely by operating the building as a rooming~house and dining-club, principal-
1y for college students; it was populsrly known as "The Catbage Patch” from
the similarity of its owner's name to that of the title character of Alice
Hegan Rice's popular novel, Mrs, Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch (1901), However,
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